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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application 
is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 

1. 17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/29/2005 has been entered. 

Examiner's responses to Applicant's remark 

2. Applicant's amendments filed on 8/29/2005 make the folio wings set forth in 
Office Action mailed on 5/27/2005 moot: (1) objection to Claims 26-27 (paragraph 3), (2) 
objection to drawing (paragraph 9), and (3) objection to specification (paragraph 10.) 

3. Applicant's arguments with regard to the art rejections, filed on 8/29/2005, have 
been fully considered, but not persuasive. 

a. Applicant's argument - With regard to Claims 10-12, the Applicant has stated a 
particular definition of a DFA vector in the specification. The Examiner cites the left column of 
page 43 of Yang and page 44 thereof as teaching of DFA. The Examiner's citation ignores 
Applicant's specific definition given in the specification. 
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Examiner's response — The Examiner has searched the Applicants specification and did 
not find an explicit definition of DFA. Therefore, if the Applicant does not recite DFA more 
specifically, the examiner will hold his rejections to Claims 10-12 with the same ground. 

b. With regard to Claims 13-16, the Applicant's arguments are moot due to the 
newly added amendments. 

c. With regard to Claims 1-7, the Applicant's arguments are similar to that given to 
Claims 10-12 above. As explained above, the Applicant's arguments are not persuasive by direct 
to Applicant's specific definition of DFA. The Applicant did not challenged Examiner's 
motivation for combination. Thus the Examiner maintains his position. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yang et 
al. ("Detecting Faces in Images: a Survey/' Yang, Ming-Hsuan et al., IEEE Trans. On Pattern 
Analysis and Machine Intelligence, v. 24, no. 1, January 2002, pages 34-58 cited previously.) 

Yang teaches a method of classifying an input images as being of a first type or of a 
second type, the method comprising: 
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calculating Gaussian PDFs (Probability Density Functions) of images classes of said 
first type and of said second type using a single multivariate Gaussian PDF, 

- wherein said first type is a face and said second type is a nonface; (left column, 
page 43 teaching two types of image, a face and a nonface; section 2.4.2 from right column, page 
43 to left column, page 44 teaching the Gaussian PDF) 

— utilizing said Gaussian PDFs in conjunction with at least one input image to classify 
said input image as either being of a first type or of a second type; (section 2.4.2 from right 
column, page 43 to left column, page 44) 

~ wherein the PDFs of the face and nonface classes are calculated only after first 
calculating a DFA (Discriminating Feature Analysis) vector of each of a plurality of training 
images; (DFA being generated at first in section 2.4.2 of right column, page 43, then PDF's being 
calculated in left column, page 44) 

— wherein a DFA vector of an input image is calculated and a Bayesian discriminator 
function is used to process the DFA vector of the input image to classify said input image as 
either a face or nonface; (section 2.4, left column, page 43) 

— wherein said PDFs of the face and nonface classes are calculated during training based 
upon a sample set of at least several hundred FERET images, (section 3.1, page 49) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
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skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 1 and 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yang et al. ("Detecting Faces in Images: a Survey," Yang, Ming-Hsuan et al., IEEE Trans. On 
Pattern Analysis and Machine Intelligence, v. 24, no. 1, January 2002, pages 34-58) in view of 
Go (US patent 5,761,341 cited previously.) 

Yang teaches a method of representing an image comprising: 

- obtaining an image; (right column, page 43, section 2.4.2; last paragraph, right column, 
page 45) 

~ calculating its edge representation and amplitude projections; (last paragraph, right 
column, page 45; left column, page 37 and Fig. 3) 

- using the image, edge representation, and amplitude projections as features for face 
recognition; (first paragraph, section 2.2.4 "Multiple features; left column, page 43) 

- combining several features for facial recognition, (first paragraph, section 2.2.4 
"Multiple features; right column, page 45) 

However, Yang does not explicitly teach combining all the image, edge representation, 
and amplitude projections as features for face recognition. 

It is desirable to improve accuracy of facial recognition. This objective can be achieved 
by combining various features as discriminating components. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to combine all the image, edge 
representation, and amplitude projections that appear in different portions of Yang's paper as 
features for face recognition because this combination improves accuracy of facial recognition. 

Furthermore, however such an obvious extension of Yang's teaching does not teach using 
1-D Haar wavelet representation of the image as features for facial recognition. 
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Go teaches using 1-D Haar wavelet to derive edge images in both vertical and horizontal 
directions, (column 7, lines 1-50; Please note that Go's equation in line 5, column 7 is the same 
as equation (1) of '596 application. The images generated by Go thus are 1-D Haar wavelet 
representations of the image in the vertical and horizontal directions.) 

It is desirable to be flexible in processing image for facial recognition. Because 1-D Haar 
wavelet operation is one of edge determining processes, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to include 1 -D Haar wavelet operation to 
generate Yang's edge maps as part of feature vector because this combination provides process 
flexibility. 

The combination thus teaches: 

- calculating 1-D Haar wavelet representation and amplitude projections of an image; 

- combining said image with said I-D Haar representation and said amplitude 
projections. 

Yang further teaches in the method the following features: 

- wherein said combining includes forming a discriminating feature analysis (DFA) 
vector of said image; (right column, page 43; The feature vector is normalized and presented 
with respect to the mean image. The vector is thus a DFA vector.) 

- wherein a plurality of DFA vectors are formed based upon training images; (section 
2.4.2; the learning process being inherently based on training images) 

- wherein said DFA vectors from said training images are used to model face and non 
face classes using a single multivariate probability distribution function (PDF) for each of said 
face classes; (left column, page 43 teaching two types of image, a face and a nonface; section 
2.4.2 from right column, page 43 to left column, page 44 teaching the Gaussian PDF) 
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— wherein said models are stored and used for later analysis of input images; (right 
column, page 43; Comparison is made between an input image and the prototype clusters. The 
prototype clusters are the models.) 

— calculating a DFA of an input image to be analyzed; (right column, page 43; 
Comparison is made between an input image and the prototype clusters. The DFA of the input 
image has to be calculated before the comparison.) 

— using said DFA vectors of said input image to classify the image using a Bayesian 
classifier, (section 2.4, left column, page 43) 

8. Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sung et al. ("Example-Based Learning For View-Based Human Face Detection," Sung, et al., 
IEEE Trans. Pattern Analysis and Machine Intelligence, Vol. 20, No. 1, January 1998, pp. 39-51 
cited in IDS filed on 4/7/2005) in view of Yang et al. ("Detecting Faces in Images: a Survey," 
Yang, Ming-Hsuan et al, IEEE Trans. On Pattern Analysis and Machine Intelligence, v. 24, no. 
1, January 2002, pages 34-58.) 

Sung teaches a method, comprising: 

— modeling a face class of images, wherein images outside said face class of images are 
nonfaces within a nonface class; (sections 2, 3.1, 3.3, and 3.4, specifically section 3.4; Fig. 4; 
Fig. 4 clearly shows that nonfaces are outside face classes.) 

— modeling a subset of said nonfaces which lie closest to said face class, wherein said 
nonfaces in said subset are support nonfaces; (sections 2, 3.1, 3.3, and 3.4, specifically section 
3.4; Fig. 4; The nonface patterns that are wrongly classified as faces are the nonfaces which lie 
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closest to said face class. It obvious that the "false positive" patterns are those closest to the 
faces patterns. They are support nonfaces.) 

— wherein said support nonfaces are closest, among said nonfaces in said nonface class, 
to a decision surface between said face class and said nonface class; (sections 2, 3. 1, 3.3, and 3.4, 
specifically section 3.4; Fig. 4; The 12 pairs of distances associated with face and nonface 
clusters are used to classify face window patterns form nonface window patterns. The relation 
defined by the distances defines a surface in the multiple dimensional feature space.) 

— wherein said modeling said support nonfaces comprises: modeling support nonfaces as 
a multivariate normal distribution; (sections 2, 3.1, 3.3, and 3.4, specifically section 3.4; Each 
nonface cluster is represented by a multivariate normal distribution. A Gaussian distribution is a 
normal distribution.) 

— estimating a conditional density function of said nonface class using a plurality of 
principal components, an input image, a mean nonface value, and eigenvalues of said nonface 
class, (sections 2, 3.1, 3.3, and 3.4, specifically section 3.4; The density estimation is done with 
regard to PCA, the input of the nonface images, the mean image and a covariance, and 
eigenvalues of the nonface class. The 75 eigenvectors are selected as the eigenvectors having the 
largest 75 eigenvalues. This is the method perform in a PCA (Principal component analysis).) 

However, Sung does not teach the feature of "wherein at least two of (1) a 1-D Haar 
representation, (2) an input image, and (3) amplitude projections are calculated for the images 
and utilized in said modeling." 

Yang teaches a method of representing an image comprising: 

— calculating its edge representation and amplitude projections; (last paragraph, right 
column, page 45; left column, page 37 and Fig. 3) 
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— using the image, edge representation, and amplitude projections as features for face 
recognition; (first paragraph, section 2.2.4 "Multiple features; left column, page 43) 

— combining several features for facial recognition, (first paragraph, section 2.2.4 
"Multiple features; right column, page 45) 

It is desirable to improve accuracy of facial recognition. This objective can be achieved 
by combining various features as discriminating components. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to use at least both the image and 
amplitude projections taught by Yang for modeling a subset of Sung's faces and nonfaces 
because this combination improves accuracy of facial recognition by better distinguishing faces 
from nonfaces. 

The combination thus teaches: 

— the feature of "wherein at least an input image and amplitude projections from a group 
of (1) a 1-D Haar representation, (2) an input image, and (3) amplitude projections are calculated 
for the images and utilized in said modeling." 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wenpeng Chen whose telephone number is 571-272-743 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 571-272-7453. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 571-273-8300 for regular 



Application/Control Number: 10/766,121 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2625 

communications and 571-273-8300 for After Final communications. TC 2600' s customer service 
number is 57 1 -272-2600. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 



Wenpeng Chen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 



November 22, 2005 




